The Importance of Early Detection
of special value in the examination of milk, material obtained
by gastric lavage, cerebro/spinal fluid, and pleural fluid. The
value of the test was demonstrated in a case which recently came
under the writer's observation. The patient, who was a boy aged
twelve years, developed an acute illness which presented features
suggesting pneumonia and which was associated with some
pleural effusion. The fluid which was sterile, gave a positive
result for tubercle bacilli with the inoculation test. The test is
more complicated when sputum is the material to be examined,
owing to the presence of extraneous organisms which may prove
pathogenic to the guinea-pig. The adoption of measures to
destroy these contaminating organisms and the employment of
the sub-cutaneous route for inoculation overcome this difficulty.
The consideration of the various methods employed for the
detection of tubercle bacilli emphasizes the character of the in'
vestigation which may be called for before it is possible to state
that clinical tuberculosis is or is not present. While it will not be
practicable to carry out the more searching methods in all cases
which show negative smear results, such methods are called
for where there exist indications obtained from radiographical
findings, symptoms, or physical signs, or other features, which pro-
vide strongly presumptive evidence in favour of the presence of
clinical disease of a tuberculous character.
BLOOD TESTS. The possibility of specific blood reac/
tions providing an aid to the diagnosis of tuberculosis has been
explored. The complement fixation reaction when positive is of
some value as indicating the presence of tuberculous infection,
and when negative as pointing to the absence of such infection.
It is usually positive in 85 to 90 per cent of cases with clinical
evidence of infection. Alcock et al. in a series of cases obtained
positive results in 90*6 per cent of patients with positive tubercle
bacilli findings and only 36-5 per cent positive results in patients
with negative findings. The rate of sedimentation of the red
blood corpuscles in tuberculosis is now investigated as a routine
measure; the rate is increased in active and progressive types of
the disease. While this test alone provides little or no assistance
in diagnosis, it is of definite value in prognosis.
DIAGNOSIS IN SUSPECTED PERSONS. Two
separate types have to be considered in discussing the procedure
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